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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is the initial office action for Application* 10/612,702 filed on 02 July 2003. 
Claims 1-21 are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 5-7, 12-14, and 19-21 recites the limitation "second domain metric 
vector/ vector action list / user metric space... ". There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in these claims because no first domain metric vector, domain metric 
action list, or domain user metric space was defined in the antecedent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Software constitutes "functional descriptive material". Functional descriptive 
material consists of data structures and computer programs which impart functionality 
when employed as a computer component. Functional descriptive material is 
nonstatutory when claimed as descriptive material perse. Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 
1360, 31 USPQ2d at 1759. When functional descriptive material is recorded on some 
computer-readable medium it becomes structurally and functionally interrelated to the 
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medium and will be statutory in most cases since use of technology permits the function 
of the descriptive material to be realized. 

The invention as stated in Claims 1-14 constitutes software perse as no 
physical structure is present for implementing either the method or system. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Trossen et al 
(PG Pub: 2003/0204599). 

7. As per Claim 1 , Trossen et al discloses the invention substantially as claimed 
including a method for administering devices, the method comprising: 

a) receiving a domain state object (para. [0024]-[0027]); 

b) identifying an action in dependence upon the domain state object (para. 
[0024]-[0027]); and 

c) executing the action (para. [0024]-[0027]). 
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8. As per Claim 2, Trossen et al discloses receiving a domain state object 
comprises: receiving a signal to download the domain state object from a mobile 
sensor; and downloading the domain state object from the mobile sensor (para. [0026]- 
[0027]). 

9. As per Claim 3, Trossen et al discloses receiving the domain state object 
comprises: receiving an address of the domain state object from a mobile sensor; and 
downloading the domain state object from the address (para. [0026]-[0027]). 

10. As per Claim 4, Trossen et a I discloses identifying an action in dependence upon 
the domain state object comprises: 

a) retrieving a current device state object from the domain state object (para. 
[0027]); and 

b) selecting an action ID in dependence upon the current device state object 
(para. [0030]-[0033]). 

11. As per Claim 5, Trossen et a I discloses creating a second domain metric vector 
for the second domain in dependence upon the domain state object (para. [0027], 
[0030], [0032]-[0033]). 



12. As per Claim 6, Trossen et a I discloses creating a second domain metric action 
list in dependence upon the domain state object (para. [0027], [0030], [0032]-[0033]). 
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13. As per Claim 7, Trossen et al discloses selecting a second domain user metric 
space in dependence upon the domain state object (para. [0027], [0030], [0032]-[0033]). 

14. As per Claims 8-14, being the system implementing the method of Claims 1-7, 
these claims are rejected for the same reasons as Claims 1-7 above. 

15. As per Claims 15-21, being the computer program product containing 
instructions implementing the method of Claims 1-7, these claims are rejected for the 
same reasons as Claims 1-7 above. 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Heller et al. (US Pat: 5,571,195), Leonq et al (US Pat: 
5,996,010), Chan et al. (US Pat: 6,108,654), Kim et al (US Pat: 6,519,235), Sieppi (US 
Pat: 6,577,637), Reynolds (US Pat: 6.848.000). Beaslev etal. (US Pat: 7,016, 325), Lee 
et al. (US Pat: 7,031,279), Karaul et al. (US Pat: 7,085,260), Garcia-Luna-Aceves et al. 
(US PGPub: 2002/0013856), and Maes et al. (US PGPub: 2002/0135618). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Pantoliano Jr whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1049. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8am - 4 pm 
EST. 



Application/Control Number: 10/612,702 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 2194 

17. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Thomson can be reached on (571)272-3718. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



18. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 



RP 

12/21/06 




